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FIGURE 8.1 - KOHLBERG’S THREE LEVELS
AND SIX STAGES OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT
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LEVEL1
Preconventional Level

Stage 1
Heteronomous Morality
Children obey because adults tell them to obey.
People base their moral decisions on fear of
punishment,

Stage 2
Individualism, Instrumental purpose,
and Exchange

Individuals pursue their own interests but let
others do the same. What is right involves
equal exchange.
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LEVEL 2
Conventional Level

Stage 3
Mutual Interpersonal
Expectations, Relationships,
and Interpersonal Conformity

Individuals value trust, caring, and loyalty to
others as a basis for moral judgments.

Stage 4
Social System Morality

Moral judgments are based on understanding
of the social order, law, justice, and duty.

LEVEL3

Postconventional Level

Stage 5
Social Contract or Utility
and Individual Rights

Individuals reason that values, rights, and
principles undergird or transcend the law.

Stage 6
Universal Ethical Principles
The person has developed moral judgments
that are based on universal human rights.
When faced with a difemma between law and
conscience, a personal, individualized
conscience is followed.
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EMOTIONAL AND PERSONALITY
DEVELOPMENT

* Families and moral development
» Kohlberg underestimated

« Gender and the care perspective

» Justice perspective: Focuses on the rights of the individual and
in which individuals independently make moral decisions

« Care perspective: Views people in tferms of their connectedness
with others

« Emphasizes interpersonal communication, relationships with others,
and concern for others
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FAMILIES

» Developmental changes in parent-child
relationships
« Parents spend less time with children during middle and late
childhood

« Parents support and stimulate children’s academic
achievement

« Parents use less physical forms of punishment as children
age
* Parents as managers

« Parents manage children’s opportunities, monitor behavior,
and initiate social contact

* Important to maintain a structured and organized family
environment
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CHILD MALTREATMENT




CHANGING FAMILY IN A CHANGING
SOCIETY

* Many of the problems experienced by children from
divorced homes begin during the predivorce period

* Frequent visits by the noncustodial parent usually benefit
the child

« Children with a difficult temperament often have problems
in coping with their parents’ divorce

* Income loss for divorced mothers is accompanied by
increased workloads, high rates of job instability, and
residential moves
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CHANGING FAMILY IN A CHANGING
SOCIETY

 Gay male and lesbian parents
« Most children from gay or lesbian families have a
heterosexual orientation
 Cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic variations

» There are trends toward greater family mobility, migration to
urban areas

« Ethnic minority parents are less educated and more likely to
live in low-income circumstances
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PEERS

e Peer status

Popular children: Frequently nominated as a best friend and
are rarely disliked by their peers

Average children: Receive an average number of both
positive and negative nominations from peers

Neglected children: Infrequently nominated as a best friend
but are not disliked by their peers

Rejected children: Infrequently nominated as a best friend
and are actively disliked by their peers

Controversial children: Frequently nominated both as a best
friend as being disliked by their peers
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FIGURE 8.4 - BULLYING BEHAVIORS
AMONG U.5. YOUTH
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> | Hit, slapped, or pushed
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SCHOOLS

« Contemporary approaches to student learning

« Constructivist and direct instruction approaches

« Constructivist approach: Learner-centered approach that
emphasizes:

« Importance of individuals actively constructing their own
knowledge and understanding

« Direct-instruction approach: Structured, tfeacher-centered
approach
« Characterized by teacher direction and conftrol
« Accountability
* No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation
« Statewide standardized testing
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FIGURE 8.5 - MOTHERS’ BELIEFS ABOUT THE FACTORS
RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILDREN'S MATH
ACHIEVEMENT IN THREE COUNTRIES
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